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The fire of the stomach, digestive 
faculty, gastric fluid. -5 Bile (qf^-
^ 4 C^^If^^rfr^RT^q^^5^?r rf^rf ^ t 
rf̂ f; f̂ Tf fFqpq?^^). - 6 Cauterization 
(sq-^qr^q).-7 Gold. - 8 The num­
ber three. - 9 N. of various plants: 
{a) i%^qr Plumbago Zeylanica; {b) 
r ^ f ^ ^ ;(c) q^fq^ Semicarpus Ana-
cardium; {d) pfqq{ Citrus Acida. 
-10 A mystical substitute for the 
letter ^. In Dvandva Comp. as first 
member with names of deities, and 
with particular words BTf?r is chang­
ed to 3T?Tr? as !ft5pr^, °^^, or to BTlft, 
' ' H ^ - ^ ) , ° ^ ^ , ° t r^ [cf . L. ignis j] 
[ Agni is the God of Fire, the Ignis of 
the Latins and Ogni of the Slavonians. 
He is one of the most prominent deities 
of the i?^gveda. He is an immortal, 
has taken up his abode among 
mortals as their guest; he is the 
domestic priest, the successful accom-
plisher and protector of all ceremonies; 
he is also the religious leader and pre­
ceptor of the gods, a swift messenger em­
ployed to announce to the immortals the 
hymns and to convey to them the obla­
tions of their worshippers, and to bring 
them down from the sky to the place of 
sacrifice. He is sometimes regarded as 
the mouth and the tongue through which 
both gods and men participate in the 
sacrifices. He is the lord, protector and 
leader of people, monarch of men, the 
lord of the house, friendly to mankind, 
and like a father, mother, brother &c. 
He is represented as being produced by 
the attrition of two pieces of fuel which 
are regarded as husband and wife. Some­
times he is considered to have been 
brought down from heaven or generated 
by Indra between two clouds or stones, 
created by Dyau,or fashioned by the gods 
ooUectively. In some passages he is re­
presented as having a triple existence, 
which may mean his three-fold manifest­
ations as the sun in heaven, lightning 
in the atmosphere, and as ordinary fire 
on the earth, although the three appear­
ances are also elsewhere otherwise ex­
plained. His epithets are numberless 
and for the most part descriptive of his 
physical characteristics : yqqTrf, f q q ^ , 

f l r ^ r f , ^T%t^ &c.In a celebrated pas­
sage he is said to have 4 horns, 3 feet, 
2 heads, and 7 hands. The highest di­
vine functions are ascribed to Agni. He 
is said to have spread out the two worlds 
and produced them, to have supported 
heaven, formed the mundane regions 
and luminaries of heaven, to have be­
gotten Mitra and caused the sun to as­
cend the sky. He is the head and sum­
mit of the sky, the centre of the earth. 
Earth, Heaven and all beings obey his 
commands. He knows and sees all 
worlds or creatures and witnesses all 

their actions. The worshippers of Agni 
prosper, they are wealthy and live long. 
He is the protector of that man who 
takes care to bring him fuel. He gives 
him riches and no one can overcome him 
who sacrifices to this god. He confers, 
and is the guardian of, immortality. He 
is like a water-trough in a desert and all 
blessings issue from him. He is there­
fore constantly supplicated for all kinds 
of boons, riches, food, deliverance from 
enemies and demons, poverty, reproach, 
childlessness, hunger &c. Agni is also 
associated with Indra in different hymns 
and the two gods are said to be twin 
brothers. 

Such is the Vedic conception of Agni; 
but in the course of mythological personi­
fications he appears as the eldest son 
of Brahma and is called Ablliman^ [ Vi-
sh?^u Pura?ia]. His wife was Svaha; 
by her he had 3 sons—Pavaka, Pavama-
na and /S'uchi; and these had forty-five 
sons : altogether 49 persons who are 
considered identical with the 49 fires. 
He is also represented as a son of Angi-
ras, as a king of the PitWs or Manes, as 
a Marut and as a grandson of Sand^d^, 
and also as a star. The Harivam-sa de­
scribes him as clothed in black, having 
smoke for his standard and head-piece 
and carrying a flaming javelin. He is 
borne in a chariot drawn by red horses 
and the 7 winds are the wheels of his 
car. He is accompanied by a ram and 
sometimes he is represented as riding on 
that animal. Agni was appointed by 
Brahma as the sovereign of the quarter 
between the south and east, whence the 
direction is still known as ^gneyi. The 
Mahabharata represents Agni as having 
exhausted his vigour and become dull by 
devouring many oblations at the several 
sacrifices made by king AS v̂etaki, but he 
recruited his strength by devouring the 
whole Khawc^ava forest; for the story see 

the word ^ i^^ ] . -Comi>. —3T(3Tr)Tnr̂  
-T*-,-BTrt^;r-^f [^P<i^4^^TTrt^rqro 
q. ] a fire-sanctuary, house or place 
for keeping the sacred fire j q ^ g -
?^ff^ft^T5^mft R. 5- 25. — s m fii-e-
missile, a rocket. — s^f^q^ a. [Bf-
f^n^r ' T ^ ] ^^ ^^^ nature of fire; 
#Tr[?»T^ ^Xy ' ^ - 5 ^ ^ . —BTf̂ n̂f con­
secrating the fire; so "BTfr̂ frf. —3Tr%^-
[ ^f?Frf^% ^ ^ ] a Brahmana who 
maintains the sacred fire. (-^)=°BTr-
^r?f.—^fffrf: [ BfflRff^^ %^. ^r T-
ĵ'qqiTf: P. I I . 2. 37.] one who main­

tains the sacred fire; See 3Trf|qTflr. 
- f \ J m.(3T?n-'̂ 0 [ ^ tt^^T?fr^] the 
priest who kindles the sacred fire 
(mostly Yed).—fVfq : [ ^ff^ft^.q^ T̂-
^q ] N. of a Mantra, (-q-) kindling 
the fire. —^J^frf t [ ^ T ^ f ^ W ^ ^ 
fTrf: ^cqrq: ] a fiery portent, meteor, 
comet &c. In B*̂ .̂ S. 33 it is said 
to be of five kinds: \^ gq7J^^rq-
^f Trfrff WX^ qff̂  W^^^' I f^l^'^^F^-

^ ^ rf̂ H; msuqx^f^^pt : q l : | (%^-

frf̂  : îftT^S^TTirr it^P^qrS" II Dif­
ferent fruits are said to result from 
the aj)pearances of these portents, 
according to the nature of their 
colour^ position &c. —»;iTg^,-"gr;5rC: 
1. producing fire by the friction of 
two ara?&is. 2. taking out, before 
snn-rise, the sacred fire from its 
cover of ashes previous to a sacri­
fice.—^^?:rfq- worship of Agni; 
the Mantra or hymn with which 
Agni is worshipped ( BTf^q"-
^-fr^^%^ ). - ^ : [ ^ f^^qm- ] an 
incendiary.—gR^:,-;^qtq7: a spark. 
—cfi['̂ 5̂ î [3T?fr^^- rf.] 1. cauteriza­
tion. 2. action of fire. 3. oblation to 
Agni, worship of Agni (arf^ff^); 
so °q=rr̂  ofiering oblations to fire, 
feeding fire with ghee c^C; f^^f^j^-
flf^r^: K. 16; '^^T^ 39, Ms, 3. 
69, Y. 1. 25.—^f^r apart (or appear­
ance) of fire; ten varieties are men­
tioned ( ^ W ^ s q r ^ ^ f ^ ^ i r r ^ t it-
iê fB-fTtqt I §^T: ^^qr qriwr f oqq^ql-
sfPr 11 ^ ^ ^ ^ R f ^iW ^ ^ q ^ s?^ :). 
—^ft??iT [ ^ f t ^?ffrf W^ ^ ^ ^ -
;|?tnT^f^q; qr%? ̂ f c ]̂ 1. the means of 
consecrating the sacred fire, the 
rih called sf̂ ftw which begins with 
^m" ^ 5"^ ^ - 2. =:3T|Tfqqq.— r̂rt 
sfJr: ^ffT^' ^ni" W^onf. ] agallochum 
( ^jr^ )• —^f^- [̂ =̂ f f 5"f̂  r^fM-
^f^^qfcT ] a firebrand, lighted Avisp 
of straw. — ̂ ^ [^n^r^TR?' ^ ] an en­
closed space for keeping the fire, a 
fire-vesseL—jTqrC-, -^^r^:, -WX' 1-
N. of Karttikeya said to be born 
from fire, See qnT%% »̂ 2. a kind of 
preparation of medicinal drugs. 
— ^ 'V^^' % F ^ ] 1- si^ioke. 2. 
N. of two Eakvshasas on the side 
of Eavana and killed by Eama. 
—^pq: - f ^ the south-east corner 
ruled over by Agni; fff qf|"; fqnq-
frff ^ ^ ^^F^ H^^l f^t^ t ^ • ^ f̂̂ -

fll^rf^^'rrcfr f^qr, W^-^* ] l . obse­
quies, funeral ceremonies. 2. brand­
ing ; ^ ^ f r % % ^ f ^ ^ Y. 3. 284. 
"-^f^r [^. ^-l hi'^-works, illumi­
nations. —71^ a, [sff^q vi^-q] preg­
nant with or containing fire, 
having fire in the interior; °¥ff ^'ff-
fqq /S'. 4. 3. {--^ :) [ Brftrf^ ^R^r^TTqf 
-q^Tx'] 1. N. of the plant Agnijara. 
2. the sun-stone, name of a crystal 
supposed to contain and give out 
fire when touched by the rays of 
the sun; cf. S. 2. 7. 3. the sacri-


