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syt The first poet and the famous author
of the Ra'mayana. Though a Bra'hmana
by birth he led a depraved life and was a
notorious cut-throat, but was reclaimed by
Narada. One day while he wasengaged in
his devotions he saw a fowler in the act
of shooting at a pair of curlews and a curse
fell from his mouth in the shape of a re-
gular stanza. The sage discovered that
it wasa new mode of composition and by
the advice of Brahman ( =. ) composed the
Ra'ma’yana. Sita, when repudiated by her
husband, took refuge with this sage who
brought up her twin sons.

er Is the name of the heroine of
several popular stories. She is represented
to be the daughter of Pradyota in the Rat-
navali', of Chandamaha sena in the Katha'-
saritsa'gara, (See %77 ),and of Sringi-
ras'ekbara in Vas, D. In M. M. 11, she is
said to have been betrothed by her father to
Sanjaya, while in Vas. D, she is represent-
ed as betrothed to Pushpaketu and car-
ried off by Kandarpaketu. Most probably
the same Va'savadatta’ is not referred to
in the several stories.

Frgra A serpent chief worn by S’iva on his
person.

faferar i Half-brother of Bhi'shma and
father of Dhritarashtra and Pindu, who
were begotten on his widows Ambikii and
Amba’lika respectively by Vyasa. Seesiay,
Fasl, HarFH and Afsq.

ﬁ:!t When Satyavati begged Vyisa to be-
get progeny on Ambiki . and Ambaliki,
Ambik4,terrified by Vyisa'saustere Appear-
dnce, ‘sent to him one of her <lave girls,

dressed in her clothes. . This girl became g

the mother of Vidura, Vidura is famous
for his wisdom and rightcous
duct.

con-

fmar One of the wives of Kas'yapa and
mother of Garuda ( g.r.)

frarz The king of the Matsyas. The Pan-
davas lived incognito at his palace for one
year. His daughter Uttard was married
to Abhimanyu and became the mother of
Parikshit who succeeded Yudhishthira to
the throne of Hastindpurs,

frarg A demon killed by Ra’ma while in exile.

faarae The son of Pulastya and the father
of Kuvera (by a Brakhmana wife), Ra'-
vana, Kumbhakama, Bibhishans, 8'arpa-
nakha, &c,
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feparfaw A celebrated sage. Originally he was
a Kshatriya but by the power of his reli-
'gious austeritics was raised to the rankof
a Bra’hmana, He is represented as a great
rival of Vasishtha who refused, for a long
time, to acknowledge bis Brahmanaship,
Out of jealousy Vis'vamitra once
caused the hundred sons of Vasishths
to be destroyed but Vasishtha was as quiet

fike Vasishtha, Vis'vimitra

saw several generations of kings and wass

party to incidents too numerous to mention.

as ever.

frsg The second deity of the Hinda
triad and the most popular of  the
Hindu gods, The epic poems and the
Pura'nas are full of myths relating to this’
deity. Foran enumeration of his incarna-
tions See under 3FAIT.

A powerful demon slain by Indra. He ]



