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ARUrjJA II. A king of the solar dynasty, and father of

TriSauku. (Devi Bhagavata, Saptama Skandha) .

ARU^IA III. A sage in ancient India. A community of

Rsis was denoted by this name. Those Rsis were called

Arunas. The Ajas, Prsnis, Sikatas, Ketus and Arunas

they attained Svarga by self study. (M.B., Siinti Parva,

Chapter 26, Verse 7) .

ARU^A IV. A serpent. Karkkotaka, Vasuki, Taksaka,

Prthus'ravas, Aruna, Kunjara, Mitra, Samkha, Kumuda,
Pundarlka, and the chief of serpents, Dhi'taras{ra.

(M.B., Mausala Parva, Chapter 4, Verse 15).
ARU^JA V. A Rsi. Taittarlya Aranyaka refers to him

as born from the flesh of Brahma at the time of creation.

ARUI^A VI. A Danava (Asura) born in the dynasty of

Vipracitti. He did tapas for long years repeating the

Gayatri mantra, and got from Brahma the boon not to

die in war. Becoming very arrogant on account of this

boon he left Patala (nether region) for the earth and

deputed a messenger to challenge Indra for war. At that

time a heavenly voice called out that as long as Aruna
did not give up the Gayatri he could not be worsted in

war. Then the Devas sent Brhaspati to Aruna to make
him give up Gayatri. Aruna questioned B/haspati as to

%vhy he of the enemy camp had come to him (Aruna) .

B/haspati replied : "You and I are not different; both

of us are worshippers of Gayatri Devi. Being told so

Aruna gave up worship of Gayatri Devi, and she felt

offended at this and sent thousands of beetles against
him. Thus, without fighting Aruna and his army were

extinguished. (Devi Bhagavata).
ARUIifA VII. A son of Narakasura. When Narakasura
was killed Aruna along with his six brothers fought

again_st Sri Krsna and was killed.

ARU^JA I. An Apsara woman born of Pradha, wife of

Kasyapa. Pradha and Kasyapa had the following child-

ren. Alambusa, MisrakesI, Vidyutparna, Tilottama,
Raksita, Rambha and Manorama. (M.B., Adi Parva,

Chapter 65, Verses 50,51).
ARUI^A II. A tributary of the river Sarasvati. (M.B.,
Vana Parva, Chapter 83, Verse 15).

ARU^ASAMGAMAM. The place where Aruna falls

into Sarasvati. (M.B., Salya Parva, Chapter 43, Verses

30-45).
ARUNDHATI I. Wife of Sage Vasistfia.

(1) Birth. She was born as the daughter of Karddama
Prajapati and Devahuti. (See Vasistha).
(2) Other information. ( 1

) Once ArundhatI got suspi-
cious about the character of Vasistha and as a result

of misunderstanding her chaste husband her beauty
suffered a set-back. (M.B., Adi Parva, Chapter 232,
Verses 27-29).
(2) ArundhatI shone forth in Brahma's assembly with
other Devls like, Prthvi, Hrl, Svahaklrti, Sura and Sad.

(M.B., Sabha Parva, Chapter 11, Verse 41).
(3) She outshone all other chaste women in devotion to

her husband. She owed her great power to her chastity
and service of her husband. (M.B., Aranya Parva,
Chapter 225, Verse 15).

(4) The seven great Rsis once offered her an honourable
seat. (M.B., Vana Parva, Chapter 226, Verse 8) .

(5) There is a story in the Mahabharata of how Siva
once blessed ArundhatI. While the seven great Rsis
were staying at the Himalayas it did not rain consecu-

tively for twelve years, and the Munis suffered much
without either roots or fruits to eat. Then ArundhatI
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began a rigorous tapas, and Siva appeared before her

disguised as a brahmin. Since, due to the failure of

rains, ArundhatI had no food with her. She cooked food
with some cheap roots and served the guest with it.

and with that it rained profusely all over the land. Siva
then assumed his own form and blessed Arundhati,
and from that day onwards it became a sacred spot.

(M.B., Salya Parva, Chapter 48, Verses 38-54).
(6) ArundhatI once pointed out to Vi'sdarbhi the evils

of receiving remuneration (fee). (M.B., AnuSasana
Parva, Chapter 10, Verse 45).

(7) On another occasion she spoke about the secret

principles of ethics among others. (M.B., Anusasana
Parva, Chapter 130, Verses 3-11).

(8) Once all the Devas eulogized ArundhatI and Brahma
blessed her. (M.B., Anusasana Parva, Chapter 130,
Verses 12 and 13).

(9) ArundhatI and Vasistha did tapas at the sacred
Sarasvati tirtha and entered into Samadhi. (M.B.,
Vana Parva, Chapter 130, Verse 17).

ARUNDHATI II. A wife of Kala (God of death) .

ArundhatI, Vasu, YamI, Lamba, Bhanu, Marutvati,
Samkalpa, Muhurta, Sadhya and VisVa are the ten
wives of'Kala. (Visnu Purana, Part 1, Chapter 15).

ARUNDHATIVATAM. A holy place. If one takes one's
bath during three days in the Samudraka tirtha nearby
and also starves one will get the results of AsVamedha
yaga. (M.B., Vana Parva, Chapter 84, Verse 41).

ARUNl. Name given to Aruna when he attended
Indra's assembly disguised as female. (See Aruna).

ARUI^ODA. A river flowing through the island of

Plaksa, one of the seven islands of ancient times. The
wind around ten yojanas of Plaksa is very fragrant
because it carries the divine fragrance being emitted

always from the bodies of Parvatl and her attendants,
who drink water from river Arunoda. (Devi Bhaga-
vata, Asjama Skandha).

AROPA.
'

One of Daksa's daughters. (M.B., Adi Parva,
Chapter 65, Verse 46) .

ARUPATTIMDVAR. (The sixty-three's). In ancient
times there were sixty- three devotees of Siva in the south.

They were called Nayanaras and they have composed
many famous sacred songs. Prominent among them were

Tirujnanasambandha, Tirunavukkarasa and Sundara-
murti

ARVA. The son of Ripuriijaya. (Visnu Purana).
ARVAVASU. An ancient Ascetic who had been a lumi-

nary in the Durbar hall of King Yudhisjhira. There
is a story in the Mahabharata showing the merits of

penance of Arvavasu. This story was told by the her-
mit Lomasa to the Pandavas, when they arrived at the

holy bath Madhugilasamanga, during their exile in

the forest. "Long ago two ascetics Raibhya and Bhara-

dvaja had built their hermitages and lived here. A son
named Yavakrlta was born to Bharadvaja. To Raibh-

ya, two sons called Arvavasu and Paravasu were born.

Raibhya and his sons were learned men. Bharadvaja and
Yavakrlta became ascetics. Yavakrlta started doing
penance with a view to get the boon of learning com-

ing to him automatically without getting it directly
from Brahmins. When his penance became severe Indra

appeared and told him that the boon he asked for was
an impossibility and tried to dissuade him from his

attempt. Yavakrlta was not willing to give up penance.
Later Indra came in the guise of a Brahmin to the


