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knowing the size of the earth." They also went to

different sides and never returned just like rivers falling

into the ocean. The loss of the Sabalasvas infuriated

Daksa and he cursed Narada.

Again to commence creation Daksa got of Asikni sixty

girls. Of these ten he gave to Dharmadeva, thirteen

to Kasyapa, twentyseven to Soma and four to Aris^a-

nemi. Two were given to Bahuputra, two to Angiras
and two to the scholar Krsasva. Dharmadeva's wives

were Arundhati, Vasu, YamI, Lamba, Bhanu, Marut-

vati, Sankalpa, Muhurta, Sadhya and VisVa. Of Visva

were born Visvedevas. Sadhya delivered the Sadhyas,

Marutva, the Marutvans and Vasu, Vasus. Bhanus were
born of Bhanu. From Muhurta came Muhurtabhimanis
and from Lamba, Ghosa and from Yarnl, Nagavithi.

(Chapter 15, AnuSasana Parva, 1; Visnu Purana and
Skandha 6, Bhagavata) .

ASIKRSNA. Son of AsVamedhas, a King of the Lunar

dynasty. (Bhagavata, 9th Skandha).
ASILOMA. Prime Minister ofMahisagva. (Devi Bhaga-

vata. 5th Skandha).

ASIPATRAVANA. One of the notorious twentyeight
hells. If you destroy forests without purpose you will go
to this hell. (Chapter 6, Anusasana Parva 2, Visnu

Purana). The Devi Bhagavata describes Asipatravana
like this : "Those who forsake their own natural duty
and go in for that of others are thrown into this hell;

they die by the orderlies of Yama, the King of Death.
There they will be whipped by a whip made of thorny
herbs and as they run about with pain they will be
followed and whipped. Crashing against the big stones

there they will fall fainting and the moment they wake
up from the faint they will be stabbed again. This
will be repeated. (As^ama Skandha, Devi Bhagavata) .

ASITA. A celestial maiden. She had taken part in the

birthday celebrations of Arjuna. (Sloka 63, Chapter
122, Adi Parva, M.B.) .

ASITA I. One of the R^viksofthe Sarpasatra of Jana-
mejaya.
Some details. (1) The prominent Rtviks were Bhargava,
Kautsa, Jaimini, Sarhgarava, Pihgala, Vyasa, Uddalaka
Pramattaka, Svetaketu, Asita, Devala, Narada, Parvata,

Atreya, Kundajara, Kalaghajs, Vatsya, Kohala, Deva-
s"arma, Maudgalya, Samasaurabha. (Chapter 53, Adi
Parva, M.B.)
(2) Asita, Devala, VaiSampayana, Sumantu and Jaimini
were disciples of Vyasa. (Prathama Skandha, Devi

Bhagavata) .

(3) Asita, the sage, got by the blessing of Siva a son
named Devala. (Brahmavaivarta Purana).
(4) Once Asita muni explained to King Janaka the

philosophy ofrebirth. (Brahmanda Purana, Chapter 47).

ASITADEVALA.
Main details. (1) He is one of those who spread the story
of Mahabharata to the public. Vyasa wrote the Maha-
bharata into a lakh of books and first taught the great
epic to his son, the sage Suka. He later expounded it

to many other disciples. Narada spread the story among
the devas, Devala among the Piti's, Suka among
Gandharvas and Yaksas and VaiSampayana among men.

(Slokas 107 & 108, Chapter 1, Adi Parva, M.B.) .

(2) He was present at the Sarpasatra of Janamejaya.
(Sloka 8, Chapter 53, Adi Parva, M.B.) .

(3) He attended the coronation of Yudhisthira along
with Narada and Vyasa. (Sloka 10, Chapter 53, Sabha
Parva, M.B.). See under Devala for more information.

ASITADHANVA. A king of Vedic times. Sarhkhyayana
Sutra states that the Veda of Asuravidya was written by
this King.

ASITADHVAJA. Son of Kasyapa and Vina ta. He was

present at a birthday celebration of Arjuna. (Sloka 72,

Chapter 122, Adi Pan a, M.B.).
ASITAKASYAPA (DEVALA). For details see under

JAIGlSAVYA and Devala..

ASITAPARVATA. A mountain situated on the banks of

the river, Narmada, in the country of Anarta. (Sloka 11,

Chapter 89, Vana Parva, M.B.) .

ASMAKA 1. Son born to Vasistha by the wife of Kalma-

sapada the King of Ayodhya. (See Iksvaku vamSa) while

the King Kalmasapada was walking through the forest

hunting he saw Sakti the son of Vasistha. As Sakti did not

care to give room for the King, Kalmasapada wounded

Sakti, who cursed the King and changed him to a Raksasa

(giant) . The giant immediately killed Sakti. After many
years Vasistha blessed the King and changed the form of

the giant and gave him back his former shape. The King
was delighted at having recovered his former shape. He
took Vasistha to his palace. Madayanti the wife of the King
with his permission went to Vasistha and got with child.

Vasistha returned to the forest. Even after the lapse of a

long period she did not give birth to the child. Madayanti
who was miserable at this, took an 'asman' (a small

cylindrical piece of the granite used to crush things placed
on a flat square piece of granite) and crushed her stomach
with it and she delivered a son. As he was born by using
'Asma' he was named Asmaka. This King had built a

city called Paudhanya. (M.B., Adi Parva, Chapter 176).
ASMAKA II. ASmaka (m) is a place between the rivers

Godavari and Mahismatl. ASmaka was a king of this

land. He fought against the Kauravas on the Pandava
side. (Karna Parva).

ASMAKA III. A sage. (M.B., Sand Parva, Chapter 47,

Sloka 5).
ASMAKADAYADA. Son of the King Asmaka. He was a

soldier of the Kaurava army. He was killed in the

battle by Abhimanyu. (Slokas 22 and 23, Chapter 37,

Drona Parva, M.B.).
ASMAKl. Wife of Pracinva. KaSyapa was born to

Marlci, son of Brahma. To Kasyapa was born of his

wife Aditi, daughter of Daksa, Vivasvan. Descending in

order from Vivasvan were born Manu, Ila, Puriiravas,

Ayus, Nahusa, Yayati. Yayati had two wives, Deva-

yani and Sarmistha. The first was the daughter of

Sukra and the second the daughter of Vrsaparva. To
Devaya.nl were born two sons, Yadu and Turvasu
and to Sarmistha were born three sons, Druhyu, Anu-

druhyu and Puru. From Yadu came the dynasty of

Yadavas and from Puru came the dynasty of Pauravas.

Kausalya was the wife of Puru and her son was Jana-
mejaya. Puru conducted three AsVamedhas and secured

the title of Visvajita (conqueror of the world) and then

accepted the ascetic life and went to the forests. Jana-

mejaya married Ananta alias Madhavi and got a son

named Pracinva. Because he conquered all the land

extending to the eastern horizon he got the name
Pracinva. Pracinva married a yadava girl of name
Aarnakl and got a son named Sariiyati. (Slokas 6 to 13,

Chapter 95, Adi Parva, M.B.).


