IN THE GUPTA INSCRIPTIONS

47

epithets of Arjuna
Literally

it

would mean, 'one who wins a

prize or booty or

acquires wealth'.

Kubera (No.

5.

Ruler

L. 20)

I,

:

Devarastra

mentioned in the list of the kings of
Daksinapatha who were defeated by Samudragupta. According
to Bhandarkar Kubera was perhaps the father of Kubera-naga
of the Naga family, who was a queen of Candragupta II. 52 In
of

this case

the

given directly

Grhya-sutras.

name of Kubera,
which

is

the

god of wealth, has been

against the rules

prescribed by the

53

'

Madhava (No.

6.

19, L. 3)

:

Father of Goparaja, the feudatory of Bhanugupta; born of
Laksa lineage. It is the name of Lord Krsna given to this king

which violates the rules of Dharmasutras.
7.

Matila(No.

One of

1,

the kings of

L. 21)

:

defeated by Samudragupta.
54 a
polysyllabic name was sometime
According to Panini,
shortened in order to express affection. Thus in the case of
names ending in 'ila' we find Devila being derived from Deva-

Aryyavartta

datta; Yajnila and Yajnadatta; Makhila from Makhadeva;
Agila from Agnidatta ; Satila from Svatidatta; Nagila from
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Nagadatta, and Yasila, Yakhila from Yaksadatta.
Similarly

Matila can be formed from Matideva or Matidatta.

NAMES OF MINISTERS
Amrakarddava (No. 5, L. 5)
Hailing from Sukuli-desa who loyally served Candragupta
II by fighting and winning many battles for him.
The first part of the name is based on the mango tree.
The second part is karddava. 56 It is the name of some Nagas
1.

:

thought to be inhabitants of the lower
Kadru is the name of the mother of serpents.
regions.
Kadrava by metathesis becomes Karddava which literally
or serpent-demons
57

means 'born of Kadru'. In south, among aboriginal people
and lower castes, the practice of matriarchal names is well
known. The whole term 'Amrakarddava' is inexplicable as one
word. Amra seems to be his personal name and Karddava his
family

title.

