Tandula ] CARPENTER—GRAIN

1. Takgan, carpenter,’ is mentioned in the Rigveda! and
often later? He was employed to do all sorts of work in
wood, such as the making of chariots (Ratha) and wagons
(Anas). Carved work of a finer type seems also to have fallen
to his lot.2 The axe (kuliSa,* parasu®) is mentioned as one of
his tools, and perhaps the Bhurij, a word which is, however,
uncertain in sense. 'In one passage of the Rigveda® reference
seems to be made to the pains of the carpenter in bending
over his work. That the carpenters were a low caste, or
formed a separate class of the people, is certainly not true of
Vedic times.”
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3. Taksan. SeeBﬂm.

Tandula, ¢grain,’ especially ‘rice grain,’ is mentioned very

often in the Atharvaveda® and later,? but not in the Rigveda.
This accords with the fact that rice cultivation seems hardly
known in the Rigveda.? Husked (karua) and unhusked (akarna)
rice is referred to in the Taittiriya Samhita.*
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