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and so forth. This is not contradicted by 1y Vedic evidence,
for instance, the poet of a hymn of the Rig veda'® says heisa
poet, his father a physician (Bhisaj), and his mother a grinder
of corn (Upala-praksini). This would seem to show that a
Brahmin could be a doctor, while his wife would perform the
ordinary household duties. So a Purohita could perhaps take
the field to assist the king by prayer, as Vi§vimitra,’*” and
later on Vasistha® do, but this does not show that priests
normally fought. Nor do they seem normally to have been
agriculturists or merchants. On the other hand, they kept
cattle: a Brahmacarin’s duty was to watch his master’s
cattle.}®® It is therefore needless to suppose that they could
not, and did not, on occasion turn to agricultural or mercan-
tile pursuits, as they certainly did later. But it must be
remembered that in all probability there - as more purity of
blood, and less pressure of life, among tL.c Brahmins of the
Vedic age than later in Buddhist times, when the Vedic
sacrificial apparatus was falling into grave disrepute.

‘It is clear that the Brahmins, whatever their defects, repre-
sented the intellectual side of Vedic life, and that the Ksatriyas,
if they played a part in that life, did so caly in a secondary
degree, and to a minor extent. It is natural to suppose that
the Brahmins also composed ballads, th: precursors of the
epic; for though none such have survived, .. few stanzas of this
character, celebrating the generosity of patrons, have been
preserved by being embedded in priestly compositions. A
legend in the Satapatha Brahmana®® shows clearly that the
Brahmins regarded civilization as being spread by them only:
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