Bhrgu ] A FAMILY OF FIRE PRIESTS

Bhrgu is a sage of almost entirely mythical character in the
Rigveda and later. He counts as a son of Varuna,! bearing
the patronymic Varuni?! In the plural the Bhrgus are
repeatedly® alluded to as devoted to the fire cult. They are
clearly* no more than a group of ancient priests and ancestors
with an eponymous Bhrgu® in the Rigveda, except in three
passages,® where they are evidently regarded as an historic
family. It is not clear, however, whether they were priests or
warriors: in the battle of the ten kings the Bhrgus appear with
the Druhyus, perhaps as their priests, but this is not certain.?

In the later literature the Bhrgus are a real family, with sub-
divisions like the Aitasayana, according to the Kausitaki
Brihmana.® The Bhrgus are mentioned as priests in connexion
with various rites, such as the Agnisthdapana® and the Daga-
peyakratu.’® In many passages they are conjoined with the
Angirases:!! the close association of the two families is shown
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1 $atapatha Bribmana, xi. 6, 1, 1;
Taittirlya Aranyaka, ix. 1. Cf, Pafica-
viméa Br3hmana, xviii. 9, 2; Nirukta,
iii. 17,

3 Aitareya Brihmana, iii. 34, and
n. 14. Foradifferent form of the legend,
¢f. Taittiriya Brihmana, i. 8, 2, 5.

3 Rv.i.58,6;127,7; 143.4; il 4, 2;
fii. 2, 4; iv. 7, 1, etc. See Macdonell,
Vedic Mythology, 51. The:legend of
their chariot-making (Rv. iv. 16, 20;
X. 39, 14) may be due, as Roth, St.
Petersburg Dictionary, s.v., suggests,
to a confusion with the Rbhus, It
‘may, however, be an allusion to the
historic Bhrgus, whom we find in the
battle of the ten kings. .

¢ As shown by the legend of fire

having been brought to them by
Muitaridvan, Rv. iii. 5, 1o, .
. 81i. 60, 1, where, however, Roth,
Joc. cit., takes the singular in a collective
sense, an interpretation which may be
correct, but is not necessary.

® Rv. vii, 18, 6 ; viil. 3, 9; 6, 18, to
which list, given by Macdonell, foc, cit.,
Roth adds viii. 102, 4, Aurva-Bhrgu-vat,
*like ‘Aurva and Bbygu.’ Cf. the fact
that the Aurvas, in the Aitareya Brih-

mana, vi. 33, take the place of the Bhygus
of the Kausitaki Brihmana, xxx, 5.

7 In viii. 3, 93 6, 18; 102, 4, the
reference to a priestly family is the
more natural ; in vii. 18, 6, warriors
may be meant. Cf. Hopkins, Journal
of the American Oriental Socicty, 13,
262, n., where he cites ix. 101, 13, as
perhaps denoting the same thing,

8 xxx. 5. Seen, 6.

® Taittirlya Sambhitd, iv. 6, 5, z;
v. 6, 8, 6; Av. iv. 14, 5; Maitriyani
Samhita, i. 4, 1 (p. 48).

10 Taittiriya Samhita, i. 8, 18; Tait-
tiriya Brahmana, i. 8, 2, 5; Paficaviméa
Brihmana, xviii. 9, 2.

1 Taittirlya Samhita, i. 1, 7, 2;°
Maitriyani Samhitd, i. 1, 8; Vzja-
saneyi Samhiti, i. 18 ; Taittiriya Brih- -
mana, i. 1, 4, 8; iii. 2, 7, 6; Satapa.tha
Brihmana, i. 2, 1, 13, etc. Cf, Rv.
viii. 35, 3; 43, 13; x. 14, 6, in the
first and last of which passages the
Atharvans also occur. See Bloomfield,
Hymns of the Atharvaveda, xxvii. n. 2,
Hence, in the Atharvanic ritual texts,
the term Bhyguvangivasah is applied to
the Atharvaveda (Bloomfield, Atharva-
veda, 9, 10, 107 ¢f seq.).



